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	Purpose of the paper

	The paper is the escalation and assurance report from the formal sub-committee groups.


	Executive Summary

	The paper highlights key matters, issues, and risks discussed at the group meetings detailed below to advise, assure and alert the Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee. 

· Primary Medical Services Group: Peter Tinson (Director of Primary and Community Commissioning)
· Primary Dental Services Group: Amy Lepiorz (Associate Director Primary Care)
· Pharmaceutical Services Group:  Amy Lepiorz (Associate Director Primary Care)
· Primary Optometric Services Group: Dawn Haworth (Head of Delivery)
· Primary Care Capital Group: Donna Roberts (Associate Director Primary Care)

It also highlights any issues or items referred or escalated to Committees or the Board. 

Reports approved by the chair each group are presented to sub-committee to provide assurance that the groups have met in accordance with their terms of reference and to advise the sub-committee of the business transacted.


	Recommendations

	
The Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee is requested to:

· Receive and note the Alert, Assure, Advise (AAA) reports from the five primary care groups


	Governance and reporting* (list other forums that have discussed this paper and any other engagement that has taken place)

	Meeting
	Date
	Outcomes

	Primary Medical Services Group 
	6 May 2026
	To provide oversight to the Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee of the business conducted at the groups during this period.

	Primary Dental Services Group 
	21st May 2026
	

	Primary Optometric Services Group 
	No Meeting Held
	

	Pharmaceutical Services Group 
	20 May 2026
	

	Primary Care Capital Group 
	13th May 2026
	

	Conflicts of interest identified

	

	Implications 

	If yes, please provide a brief risk description and reference number
	YES
	NO
	N/A
	Comments

	Quality impact assessment completed
	
	
	X
	

	Equality impact assessment completed
	
	
	X
	

	Privacy impact assessment completed
	
	
	X
	

	Financial impact assessment completed
	
	
	X
	

	Associated risks
	X
	
	
	Any risks for sub-committee awareness are included in this triple A report 

	Are associated risks detailed on the ICS Risk Register?
	X
	
	
	Where applicable 

	
	

	Report authorised by
	Craig Harris, Chief Operating Officer 
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Sub-committee Escalation and Assurance Report

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This report highlights key matters and issues discussed at the group meetings since the last report to advise, assure and alert the sub-committee.

	Committee: Primary Medical Services Group
	Date: 6th May 2026
	Chair: Peter Tinson



	Key Items Discussed

	Issue
	Committee Update
	Action

	Alert 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	

	Advise 

	Capacity Access Improvement Payment (CAIP) update 25/26 
	Year-end CAIP approvals confirmed all 45 PCNs applied national criteria; six PCN declarations and Skelmersdale PCN payment recommended and accounted for in final accounts.
	

	P81095 Thursby Surgery - application to incorporate

P81732 Harambee Surgery – application to incorporate 
 

	Request to incorporate approved; requirements of Commissioner Assessment Framework and legal advice met.
	Seek advice on novation agreement preparation.

	Minor Surgery - specification
	Calculating Quality Reporting Service (CQRS) overview provided, highlighting efficiency improvements. Training scheduled, with aim to implement for first quarter claims by June. Expansion to other claims discussed. Revised specification to be received at future group.
	Implement CQRS in June.

Group to receive final specification.

	SMS funding in Primary Care 
 

	SMS spend is within budget for 2025/26 but overspend is expected for 2026/27 due to increased demand. Group discussed funding options and agreed on seven actions, including mitigation plans, LMC engagement, and communications regarding good utilisation.
	Implement agreed actions to manage activity.

	Buckshaw Village/Adlington – caretaker contract awards 
	Urgent need for caretaker contracts after GP death; preferred option to award 12-month caretaking contracts for continuity. Concerns discussed about single-handed contracts and future partnership models. Group agreed to recommend approval to Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee (PCCSC).
	Recommend approval of caretaking contracts to Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee.

	Assure 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	



2. Summary of items or issues referred to other committees or the Board over the reporting period.

	Committee and Date
	Item or Issue
	Referred to

	Primary Medical Services Group
	Buckshaw Village/Adlington – caretaker contract awards 
	Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee - May 2026



	Committee: Primary Care Dental Services Group
	Date: 21st May 2026
	Chair: Amy Lepiorz



	Key Items Discussed

	Issue
	Committee Update
	Action

	Alert 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	

	Advise 

	Community Dental Services – Lancashire – Closure of Prescribed Premises  
	A report was presented to consider the closures of Yarnspinners Primary Care Centre, Nelson and St Annes Dental Clinic. 
Both sites have been closed for a while with suitable alternative sites located within 5 miles.  Activity levels have not been affected. 
The group agreed in principle to support the closures pending receipt of the Quality Impact Assessment (QIA) for St. Anne's and final financial confirmation. It was acknowledged that the Service Change Advisory Group (SCAG) advised the change is not considered a major service change. 
	Delivery Assurance Team to confirm receipt of QIA for St Annes.

Delivery Assurance Team to provide final financial confirmation.

	Work Force Return- Update 
	The group acknowledged the report's content, which outlined the number of satisfied and unsatisfied letters issued to providers in response to remedial notices sent due to failure to submit returns. 
	

	PDSG Workplan 2026-27
	An overview of the workplan was provided describing the timelines for major reports, contract modifications, procurements, and regular agenda items. The group accepted the plan and there were no issues raised. 
	

	Assure 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	



2. Summary of items or issues referred to other committees or the Board over the reporting period.

	Committee and Date
	Item or Issue
	Referred to

	
	
	




	Committee: Pharmaceutical Services Group
	Date 20 May 2026
	Chair: Amy Lepiorz



	Key Items Discussed

	Issue
	Committee Update
	Action

	Alert 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	

	Advise 

	PPV – reclaim of monies

	After concerns were raised in terms of service delivery, the ICB asked the NHSBSA Post Payment Verification (PPV) team to undertake a deep dive into Pharmacy First minor illness activity in relation to the contractor. 
Despite multiple attempts by the NHSBSA requesting evidence of referrals sent, no evidence was provided by the contractor

The Group approved NHSBSA to reclaim payments made.
	Inform the NHSBSA of the approval.  

	Consolidation – BMT Healthcare (FFL68 & FPK38)

	An application has been received from BMT Healthcare North Ltd who operate a 40-hour pharmacy based at Kiddrow Lane Health Centre, Kiddrow Lane, Burnley, BB12 6LH.  BMT Healthcare North Ltd would like to consolidate onto 22-26 Rosegrove Lane, Burnley, BB12 6HX.

All regulations tests were met. 

Approved.
	Send paperwork to PCSE. 

	Consolidation – Prestford (FG377 & FQA90)

	An application has been received from Prestford Ltd who operate a 40-hour pharmacy based at 26-30 Rainhall Road, Barnoldswick, Colne, BB18 5DR.  Prestford Ltd would like to consolidate onto 21 Rainhall Road, Barnoldswick, Colne, BB18 5DR.

All regulations tests were met

Approved.
	Send paperwork to PCSE. 

	Assure

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	



2. Summary of items or issues referred to other committees or the Board over the reporting period.

	Committee and Date
	Item or Issue
	Referred to

	
	
	




	Committee: Primary Optometric Services Group
	Date: No Meeting Held
	Chair: Dawn Haworth



	Key Items Discussed

	Issue
	Committee Update
	Action

	Alert 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	

	Advise 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	

	Assure 

	
	Nothing to Escalate
	



	Committee: Primary Care Capital Group
	Date: 13 May 2026
	Chair: David Armstrong (Vice Chair)



	Key Items Discussed

	Issue
	Committee update
	Action

	Alert 

	General Practice – Notional Rent revaluations.
	The group reviewed the District Valuation Offices’ tri-annual reports for notional rents for a number of practices.  
All revaluations were approved and are reported in line with the Premises Cost Directions (2013 or 2024), with one exception where an increase in car parking spaces, raised as part of a challenged review, was formally rejected by the group.

	Issue documentation to practices notifying and requesting acceptance of the revised values.



	Advise 

	
	Nothing to escalate
	

	Assure 

	
	Nothing to escalate
	



3. Conclusion

3.1 Each of the service groups has conducted their business in line with their terms of reference.

4. Recommendations

4.1 The Primary Care Contracts Sub-committee is requested to:

· Receive and note the Alert, Assure and Advise (AAA) reports from the five primary care groups.

Sarah Danson and David Armstrong
Senior Delivery Assurance Managers
June 2026
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