
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Regulated Care Sector ICS Workstream Programme briefing which aims to keep 
stakeholders informed and up to date about the work of this group and other items relevant to this sector. Please visit 
our website for further information http://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/regulated-care-sector 
 
Live Care Home Bed State Portal  
 

A new, free web tool providing details of real-time care home bed vacancies in Lancashire and South 
Cumbria is now available. 
The care home live bed state portal will enable care homes to share their bed vacancies with hospital 
discharge teams and social care teams at the touch of a button. It will enable them to quickly search for 
available care homes by bed type, budget and location, without the need to ring around numerous homes 
to check for places. 
The information is only visible to NHS providers and local authorities who are seeking care home places 
and can’t be viewed by other care home providers. 
Care Home users will receive log in details for the system, which can be accessed via the following web 
address https://carehomes.necsu.nhs.uk/  
For more information, view the user guide and demonstration videos at 
https://carehomes.necsu.nhs.uk/introduction or contact I.T. Service desk on 01244 385 443. 
 
Care Planning Guidance  
 

The Regulated Care Quality of Care sub-group have agreed the used of care planning guidance issued by 
Lancashire County Council as a template to be used across the Lancs and South Cumbria ICS. 
 

LCC - Care Planning 

Guidance June 2018.pdf
 

 
Red bag scheme quick guide rollout 
 

When a resident becomes unwell and is assessed as needing hospital care, care home staff pack a 

dedicated red bag that includes the resident’s standardised paperwork and their medication, as well as 

clothes and other personal items - across Lancs & South Cumbria currently 73% of homes for older people 

are in receipt red bags. However there have been several challenges that have been highlighted which 

include the lack of the bags being returned to the care home with the resident and lack of communication 

between care home and hospital partners. Work is ongoing to further understand the challenges and 

overcome them. The red bag scheme has been proven to lead to efficient admission/discharge process, 

reduced length of stay in hospital, improved communication regarding clinical needs of the person in 

hospital and more inclusive discharge planning with care homes, clearer co-ordination of medications and 

improved patient experience.        
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Contingency Planning  
 

Please see the link to the Care Provider Alliance’s guidance on contingency planning for adult social care 
services https://www.careprovideralliance.org.uk/contingency-planning.html/ 
 
The Data Security and Protection Toolkit: Information for Social Care Providers  
 

This information has now been published on the Data Security and Protection Toolkit website 
https://www.dsptoolkit.nhs.uk/News/33  It provides an introduction to the Data Security and Protection 
Toolkit, how to register, the steps social care organisations need to take, what support is available and an 
explanation of the levels of the Data Security and Protection Toolkit. 

 
The International Dysphagia Diet Standardisation Initiative (IDDSI) 
 

The International Dysphagia Diet Standardisation Initiative (IDDSI) has developed a standard terminology 
with a colour and numerical index to describe texture modification for food and drink. Manufacturers will 
be changing their labelling and instructions accordingly, and aim to complete this by April 2019. 

Patient_Safety_Alert

_-_Resources_to_support_safer_modification_of_food_and_drink_v2.pdf
    

bda_and_rcslt_iddsi

_statement.pdf
 

 
Events 
 
Amazing People, Lives & Futures Community Day 
A community and health & social care recruitment day was successfully held at Lancaster & Morecambe 
College on 16th June. Care employers, NHS and even local radio braved the wet weather to promote health 
& social care careers to ensure that we have a sustainable supply of appropriately skilled staff for the 
future. The event was aimed at redressing the shortage of staff, with the message of attracting people with 
a positive caring attitude who might enjoy supporting others.  
Alongside activities such as beauty treatments, bouncy castle, crafts & animal handling was the 
opportunity to showcase careers within the health & social care sectors, with live demonstrations and 
businesses from the industry exhibiting their offering for all ages covering a range of skills and 
opportunities. 
This model will be used for further Workforce recovery events across the ICS, delivering proactive 
engagement with the sector in developing solutions for recruitment & retainment. 
 
To watch interviews from on the day please use the links below: 

https://www.facebook.com/beyondradio/videos/1463464177093609/ - Margaret Williams, Chief Nurse, 

Morecambe Bay CCG 

https://www.facebook.com/beyondradio/videos/1463517220421638/ - Annlouise Stephens, Care Sector 

Lead North West, NHS England 

 
Question and Queries 
This briefing is for use within your own organisation and across your local system, for discussion and information. 
Please feel free to include it on meeting agendas and circulation lists as you see fit. 
If you have any questions or queries please contact e.williams18@nhs.net and we will endeavour to respond as 
soon as is practicable.  

http://www.healthierlsc.co.uk/regulated-care-sector 
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